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Abstract: The recent Chinese immigrants in Calgary and Edmonton have encountered multi—
faceted barriers particularly in employment and language during their economic integration.
Furthermore they have experienced deskilling and devaluation of their prior learning and work
experience after immigrating to Canada. As a consequence many have suffered unemployment
and underemployment poor economic performance and downward social mobility which have

adversely hindered their integration process. Immigrants’ negative experience can be attributed
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to a triple glass effect consisting of a glass gate glass door and glass ceiling. While a glass
gate denies immigrants’ entrance to guarded professional communities a glass door blocks
immigrants’ access to professional employment at high — wage firms. It is the glass ceiling
which prevents immigrants from moving up to management positions because of their ethnic and
cultural differences. The Canadian government should adopt an inclusive framework that works

toward recognitive justice in balancing freedom of mobility with recognition and full

membership.
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