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Abstract: Since the British founded Singapore, dialect—based clans as whole had functioned as a
cornerstone of the local Chinese community. Traditionally, numerous clans provided vital support to the
Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCCI), aiding its efforts in unifying the Chinese
community and amplifying overseas Chinese influences both locally and globally. Arriving in the late 19th
century, the Sam Kiang immigrants comprised a group distinct from Fujianese, Cantonese and Techow
migrants, who used to dominate the Chinese community in Singapore. At the beginning, the Sam Kiang
immigrants were small in number and marginal in public influence. Nevertheless, they gradually integrated
into the local power structures and eventuated a unique Sam Kiang identity in Singapore. Through
examining the Sam Kiang immigrants’ series of initiatives in community—building, this paper seeks to
unveil the development of the Sam Kiang community from 1898 to 1965, when it finally acquired informal

political domination embedded in the development of Singapore.
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