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The Legend of Guan Suo and the Identity of Han Immigrants
in Southwest China in the Ming Dynasty

ZHANG Shi-gi

(School of History and Culture, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: During the early Ming Dynasty, the imperial troops sent to recover Yunnan marched into the southwest, bringing the legend of
Guan Suo from the Central Plains to Guizhou, Yunnan and other regions. Influenced by the historical narrative Southern Expedition of
Marquis Wu (Zhuge Liang) in the southwest, the image of Guan Suo was gradually integrated with important local passes and mountain
ridges, evolving into a local belief with temples constructed, thus giving rise to the legend that Guan Suo served as the vanguard accom-
panying Marquis Wu on the Southern Expedition. With the establishment of the weisuo (garrison) system and large-scale Han immigra-
tion, the legend of Guan Suo was further constructed in weisuo communities, giving birth to related tales and geographical landscapes
such as Guan Suo Stone, Mapao Spring (Horse-running Spring), and Guan Suo Stockade. By the mid-Ming Dynasty, as the military gro-
ups in weisuo strengthened their self-identity, Guan Suo became a local belief and spread within the garrisons. The legend of Guan Suo
and the worship rituals in weisuo society reflected the identity of military personnel in the southwest of the Ming Dynasty.
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