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The Effects of Children’s Quantity and Quality on Parental Subjective Well-being
(by LI Qiang, DONG Jun-han & ZHANG Xin)

Abstract: With the development of society and economy, the change of ideas and the improvement of social
security system, the intergenerational relationship in China has undergone great changes. An in-depth study of the
association between the number and quality of children and parents’ well-being is of great theoretical and practical
significance to clarifying intergenerational relationships at different life stages. To this end, using the 2015 China
Health and Aging Tracking Data for the Elderly ( CHARLS ) , we examine the effects of the number of children and
the quality of children ( measured by children’s annual income and education level ) on the subjective well-being

( measured by life satisfaction and depression ) of middle-aged and elderly parents. It shows that the higher the
number of children, the lower the life satisfaction and the higher the depression of parents. The higher the children’s
income level, the higher the life satisfaction and lower the depression of parents. The higher the children’s education
level, the lower the life satisfaction of middle-aged parents, but the lower the depression of older parents. The
resource advantage at the individual level and the family level can offset the effects of the number of children, but not
the effects of the quality of children on parental well-being. The effects of the quality of children are more robust and
significant to parental well-being. Based on this, it is recommended to enhance the development capacity of individuals
and families, create more and more equitable educational opportunities, give more support to families whose children

are at the stage of education, and give education inclination policies to disadvantaged families.
Keywords: children’s quantity, children’s quality, parental subjective well-being, annual income, education level,
life satisfaction, depression

On the Relationship between Employment Situation and Subjective Well-being of

Floating Population: An Empirical Analysis Based on a Hierarchical Model
(by MO Xuan & YANG Yu-xiang)

Abstract: Based on the dynamic monitoring data of floating population and the particularity of the China’s dual
labor market, this thesis divides floating population into three types: employment within the system, employment
outside the system and unemployment. From the perspectives of family patronage, institutional patronage and the
conflict between work and family, we use a hierarchical model to study the relationship between employment situation
and subjective well-being of floating population. The result shows that the floating population of being married, with
family mobility and better family economic conditions is more likely to leave the labor market, especially for women.
The subjective well-being of the unemployed and the employed within the system is higher than those employed outside
the system. The work-family conflict caused by overtime work is an intermediary mechanism for the difference in
subjective well-being of floating population in different employment situations. On that account, this thesis suggests
that the government take measures to gradually eliminate labor market segmentation, strengthen labor protection for
those employed outside the system, and build standardized and harmonious labor relations. At the same time, we shall
also improve the service policy system, create convenient conditions for the family mobility of floating population and
incorporate gender factors into the considerations of public policy formulation to promote gender equality in the

economy and society.
Keywords: floating population, employment status, subjective well-being, labor hours, conflict between work
and family, hierarchical mode
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