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MAGEEA LA AR WESIE TR, 1957 4, ER/REMEREE AN GS, ERE. @SR
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On the Identity of the French in Algeria from the Perspective of Transnational History
TIAN Yun
(School of History, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: Transnational history impacts on the existing historical research framework and serves as a
key to understanding the undercurrents of the tension in the immigrant groups beyond current nation—state
historical accounts. During the decolonization in Algeria, a large number of French repatriates returned
to the mainland, carrying a heavy historical burden and facing a serious identity crisis. This problem
is directly related to the demise of the colonial system, and deeply influenced by French nation—state
identity and traditional colonial spirit. Reinterpreting the historical fate of French—Algerian return migrants
contributes a more comprehensive and objective view of the French colonial heritage.

Key words: transnational history; Algerian War of Independence; French—Algerian return migrants;
identity
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