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ABSTRACTS

A Study of the Aesthetic Consciousness of Bogu Decoration in Lingnan Qiaoxiang Architecture from the Qing Dynasty to the
Republican Era (WU Xiao-yin, WEN Wei—cai, ZHANG Guo—xiong)

Abstract: During the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China period, under the dual influence of traditional Chinese aesthetics and
foreign aesthetics, the bogu (antiquarian—style) architectural decorations in the Lingnan giaoxiang (native hometowns of overseas Chinese)
continued the traditional bogu aesthetic forms on the one hand, while on the other hand, they underwent a distinct aesthetic transformation.
The contradictory tension arising from the interplay between traditional rites and secular needs, as well as between native aesthetics and
foreign cultures, further expanded the aesthetic scope of traditional Chinese bogu decoration. Through extensive fieldwork, this study collects
a large number of bogu architectural decorative materials characterized by the distinctive aesthetics of the Lingnan qiaoxiang. Employing
iconological methods and taking into account the unique ways of life of the qiaoxiang residents, the study reveals four types of aesthetic
consciousness embedded in the bogu architectural decorations of the qiaoxiang—the beauty of ritual order, the beauty of elegance, the beauty
of secularity, and the beauty of hybridity. The beauty of ritual order and the beauty of elegance reflect that traditional Chinese aesthetics form
the fundamental basis of the aesthetic consciousness in the Lingnan qiaoxiang, while the beauty of secularity and the beauty of hybridity
reflect the qiaoxiang residents’ distinctive aesthetic consciousness that integrates Chinese and foreign elements.

Key words: Bogu architecture; Lingnan qiaoxiang; Architectural aesthetics

Language and Cultural Identity among the Southern Fujianese Diaspora: An Analysis Based on Overseas Remittance Letters
(WEI Ning-nan)

Abstract: The texts of Minnan giaopi (Overseas Chinese remittance letters) are predominantly in Chinese, interspersed with dialects and
foreign loanwords, reflecting the inclusive language attitude of the Minnan overseas Chinese and their cultural identity as multilingual users.
A significant number of linguistic phenomena such as code-switching and code—mixing appear in these letters, resulting from the Minnan
overseas Chinese” s purposeful and active choice of language to meet the needs of daily communication. Their language attitude and language
use indirectly reflect the identity of the Minnan overseas Chinese. On the other hand, many qiaopi letters contain self—narratives with an
empirical nature written by the senders. In these texts, self-referential identity markers actively participate in the construction of the
multifaceted self-identity of the Minnan overseas Chinese.

Key Words: Minnan qiaopi (remittance letters); Language attitude; Language use; Identity

Intergenerational Gaps in Higher Education Attainment in Pacific Island Countries (LU Jian—ying)

Abstract: Under the framework of “human capital accumulation—cohort replacement”, this study examines intergenerational gaps in
higher education qualifications in Pacific island countries, using Fiji, Papua New Guinea (PNG), and Tonga as case studies. It focuses on the
stock of higher education attainment among the population aged 25 and above, along with its gender structure, and investigates the replacement
pressure exerted by the 25-34 age cohort on the 55-64 cohort. Multi—source crossvalidation is conducted using the World Development
Indicators (WDI; population aged 25+ with bachelor’ s degree or higher), the Barro—Lee Educational Attainment Dataset (using the “completed
tertiary” indicator), and the United Nations’ World Population Prospects (WPP; key cohort sizes and replacement ratios). The findings reveal
that Fiji has the highest stock of higher education attainment, followed by Tonga, with PNG the lowest. In all three countries, attainment is
higher among men than women, with the widest gender gap observed in PNG. PNG faces strong replacement pressure, and the combination of
low stock and high pressure makes the risk of succession more pronounced. Tonga shows a relatively high attainment level, yet replacement
among young men is relatively weak, indicating a structural constraint. This study proposes a joint “stock—replacement pressure” identification
approach, providing a basis for policy evaluation of higher education in Small Island Developing States.

Key words: Pacific Island Countries; Higher Education; Intergenerational Gaps of Education Attainment

The Construction of a Shared Chinese Spiritual Homeland through Life-Themed Myths of China’ s Multi-Ethnic Groups
(WU Yan-zhu)

Abstract: The common spiritual trajectories manifested in the myths of various Chinese ethnic groups within their historical contexts and
cultural structures profoundly reveal the connotations of their identification with the shared spiritual civilization of the Chinese nation and the
sense of community for the Chinese nation. Although the principal images and functional characteristics of life—themed myths among China’ s
ethnic groups have undergone changes, the theme of the quest for life embedded in the core of these myths exhibits stability and consistency,
serving as a concrete projection of the deep—seated traditional consciousness of early humans into the structure of thought. Chinese multi-ethnic
myths centered on the themes of creation and resurrection provide an important cultural foundation for the spiritual homeland jointly built,
shared, and collectively owned by all ethnic groups. The ethnic identity thus fostered consolidates the spiritual cultures of China’ s various
ethnic groups into a highly integrated cultural community.

Key words: Creation myths; Resurrection myths; Shared Chinese spiritual homeland; Cultural identity

Strengthening the Sense of Community for the Chinese Nation through Qiaoxiang Culture (QU Jia—mao, ZHU Wei-lai)

Abstract: Qiaoxiang culture shapes the cultural gene for strengthening the sense of community for the Chinese nation in three dimensions:
core values, material carriers, and discourse system. At the spiritual level, it cultivates the soft power of community consciousness; at the
material level, it establishes the hard power for the production and dissemination of community consciousness; and by addressing the needs
of the people, it promotes public identification with community consciousness. Drawing on its discursive power, efforts should be made to
strengthen cultural confidence based on qiaoxiang culture, enhance the material construction of giaoxiang culture, enrich the discursive
connotations of qiaoxiang culture from the people’ s perspective, and thereby strengthen the sense of community for the Chinese nation
through giaoxiang culture.

Key words: Qiaoxiang culture; Sense of community for the Chinese nation; Cultural gene; Discursive power
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