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The Formation of Immigrant Communities and Grassroots Social Governance in
the Qing Dynasty: A Case Study of Yinziwo Wanshou Palace in Pingxiang
XU Lili', LING Yan?
(1. School of History and Culture, Hubei University, Wuhan 430000, Hubei, China; 2. School of Humanities and
Media, Pingxiang University, Pingxiang 337000, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the large-scale migration of Hakka people from the

Fujian-Guangdong-Jiangxi region disrupted local grassroots governance structures, necessitating the

reconstruction of governance systems tailored to immigrant societies. In Pingxiang under Qing rule, traditional

grassroots governance had relied on the 7u-Jia system (a local administrative framework). However, the

collapse of Tu-Jia organizations and the exclusion of immigrant groups from the reestablished system created

governance challenges. To address this, the Qing government institutionalized a new Tu-Jia order based on the

self-organized immigrant community centered around Yinziwo Wanshou Palace—a communal hub for migrants.

This adaptive governance mechanism stabilized grassroots social order in Pingxiang by integrating immigrant

autonomy with state-sanctioned administration. The case demonstrates how hybrid governance models emerged

through interactions between state power and migrant self-organization during China’s late imperial era.

Keywords: immigrant community; Wanshou Palace; grassroots social governance; Tu-Jia system



