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Geneva, April 28, 2020.

® A. Perla & Y. Ullah, “Time to Act: Rohingya Voices” , Museum Management and Curatorship, Vol. 34,
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Evolving Norms of ASEAN Regional Migration Governance and Its Effects
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[ Abstract] The frequent flow of migrants has always been an important feature in South-
east Asia. With about one-third of the total migrants are inter-regional oriented, and a par-
ticularly high proportion from informal channels, regional migration governance became a
significant challenge for Southeast Asia. As an important regional actor, ASEAN plays a
normative role in regional migration governance that goes beyond specific practices. The
socialization of norms is a process of institutionalization and habituation, and the evolution
of norms can be examined from two aspects: discourse and institutional construction.
Therefore, this article provides a detailed analysis of the evolving norms of migration gov-
ernance in ASEAN region from the perspective of policy texts and organizational changes,
and compares and analyzes its characteristics. It is believed that the migration norms in the
ASEAN region exhibit characteristics of internationalization, localization, diversity, and
practicality. Internationalization is the evolving trend of ASEAN regional migration govern-
ance norms, while localization is a demand for socialization. Analyzing the ASEAN regional
migration governance norms based on the acceptability of language and the feasibility of
experience reveals that diversity in the practical process is an important characteristic of
ASEAN regional migration governance norms. In this process, ASEAN has played a lead-
ing role as a normative force, emphasizing diversity and inclusivity rather than consistency;
emphasizing resilience in the process, without the need to set a single endpoint goal.
Therefore, the norms socialization process does not necessarily point to the ultimate inter-
nalization of “acceptable speech” and “feasible experience”, but rather a state of dynami-
cally flowing process state.

[ Keywords] ASEAN; Regional Migration Governance; Evolving Norms; Internationaliza-
tion; Localization; Diversity; Practicality

[ Author] XIE Tingting, Associate Professor, College of International Relations, Huagiao

University, Quanzhou, China

- 154 -



