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The Models of Absolute Dispersion and Relative Concentration: Based on the Stone Carving

Trade Activities of Overseas Chinese in Europe in Qingtian County During the Republic of

DONG Wei

( Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, University of Nottingham Ningbo China, Ningbo 315100, China )

Abstract: The economic activities and residence sites of overseas Chinese in Qingtian have their unique discrete nature. They

are different from the Chinese immigrants from Fujian and Guangdong, who take the clan as a strong link to migrate. On the

contrary, the overseas Chinese in Qingtian have their roots in the specialty: Qingtian stone. They carry the handicrafis of Qingtian

carving stone abroad. After going abroad, they continue to engage in the carving stone trade or turn to sell other tiny commodities.

The trade of the overseas Chinese in Qingtian was rather scattered. However, there was also a certain relative concentration in

this absolute separation, that is, the overseas Chinese in Qingtian mostly have resided in the Europe after the July 7th incident.

This paper focuses on the characteristics of its trade activities, studying its trade patterns, smuggling behaviors and official norms

and constraints.

KeyWOI‘ds: Qingtian, stone carving, Chinese overseas, trade
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