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The Transformation of Military Households Immigrating from the Hou—suo of
Wusa—wei in the Ming Dynasty and the Development of the Tunpu Society
WANG Dan

(Yunnan Institute of Ethnic Studies; School of Ethnology and History, Yunnan Minzu University,
Kunming 650504, Yunnan, China)

Abstract; Due to the limitations of the tusi system, the Ming court established the Wusa—wei in the
border area of Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan to promote the direct intervention of state power in local af-
fairs. However, the area it controlled was only a single official road. Through the investigation of the gen-
trification, clanization and land control of the military households such as the Miao and Fan families in the
Wusa—wel area, it can be known that the state system is an important driving force for the development of
different groups and societies. The formation and development of the Tunpu society (especially the single
surname Tunpu society) are mutually influenced by factors such as the gentrification, clanization and land
control of the military household immigrants.

Key words: Wusa— wei; military households; Tunpu society
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