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Abstracts

China and the EU, expand the scope of bilateral cooperation, and extend its diplomatic
space in the “Indo-Pacific region” .
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Regional Security; Sino-American Competition; China-EU Relations

[ Authors] ZHAO Ningning, Associate Professor, School of Politics and International
Studies, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, China; ZHANG Yanghan, Master De-
gree Candidate, School of Politics and International Studies, Central China Normal Uni-
versity, Wuhan, China

Political Participation Practice of Chinese Community and Analysis of Democratic
Transformation in Malaysia

HUANG Siting

[ Abstract] As a significant force within civil society organizations, the Chinese community
has been at the forefront of theorizing and practicing pluralistic democracy, playing a pivot-
al role in driving Malaysia’s democratic transformation. In the 1980s, amidst Malaysia’s poli-
cy favoring unity among ethnic groups, the Chinese community faced marginalization of
their interests. Political parties representing Chinese interests were ineffective, and the
movement for Chinese education encountered obstacles both within and outside the politi-
cal system. Drawing on democratic principles such as civil rights, pluralism, and freedom,
leaders within the Chinese community established a framework for national resistance.
They engaged with state forces through alliances with ruling and opposition parties as well
as through civic participation mechanisms like issuing the Declaration of the Chinese Com-
munity. The political landscape in Malaysia underwent transformation in the 21st century,
unleashing new political dynamics that presented opportunities for redefining roles and
functions of Chinese community organizations within national transformation after a decade
of stagnation and adjustment. During this period, they primarily utilized grassroots approa-
ches such as social movements, civic education initiatives, and government oversight to
drive democratic reform from outside traditional systems. Presently in Malaysia there is an
upsurge in indigenous conservatism and religious extremism. To advance towards a more
mature, rational, and responsible democratic ethos for the country, civil society organiza-
tions represented by the Chinese community must be afforded independent and autono-
mous space to fulfill their role in social oversight and power balance while clearly delinea-

ting boundaries between state and society.
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The Localization and Internationalization Paths of Knowledge Production in
Southeast Asian Studies: Taking the Rise of ISEAS as an Example

YIN Ke

[ Abstract] As an experimental field for humanities and social science research, Southeast
Asia is an important field for knowledge production. In the 1960s, Singapore’s intercon-
nection with the United States, Europe, and Australia’s Southeast Asian research knowledge
network made Singapore an important center for knowledge production within the South-
east Asian region in the context of the internationalization of knowledge production. The
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) is the first independent research institute estab-
lished after Singapore’s independence. Within ISEAS, there is a close relationship between
the knowledge of Southeast Asian studies and Singapore’s domestic politics: political pro-
motion-academic leadership, knowledge output-policy reference. The Southeast Asian
studies initiated by ISEAS is a research revolution in Southeast Asia, initially learning from
the Southeast Asian Studies research centers and projects in Europe and the United States
to attracting visiting scholars from inside and outside the region to engage in local research,
to recruiting permanent scholars, establishing academic and policy journals, and publishing
a large number of academic works on Southeast Asian studies, eventually building up a re-
search unit and network that integrates internationalization and localization. From the per-
spective of knowledge production, the rise of ISEAS benefits from the steady interaction
between localization and internationalization. After taking the fast track of Southeast Asian
studies in the English-speaking world, ISEAS quickly promoted the international back-
ground of researchers, and became a leading flag of Southeast Asian studies under the back-
ground of decolonization and localization of Southeast Asian studies.
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