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Embeddedness and enclave: Small business practices of
Chinese migrants in Addis Ababa

GAO Han, WANG Xingping
(School of Architecture, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096, China)

Abstract: Under the impetus of China's "Belt and Road" initiative and "Going Out" strategy, a
large number of Chinese migrants have relocated to Africa to engage in small-scale commercial
activities, sparking scholarly debates on how migrants integrate into the host country's economy
and society. Taking the case of Chinese small business activities in Addis Ababa as a representa-
tive example, this study employs qualitative research methods—participant observation and in-
depth interviews—to trace the development of Chinese migrant business networks and spatial
distribution over the past two decades. The findings reveal that Chinese migrants pursue a strate-
gy of "dual embeddedness", constructing economic and social networks across both the home
and host countries in order to sustain their livelihoods and pursue development. In response to
exclusion from host societies and their own sense of insecurity, Chinese migrants have estab-
lished "enclaves" as self-segregated economic and social spaces. The formation of such enclaves
is not merely a passive reaction to marginalization, but also an active strategy undertaken by Chi-
nese migrants to safeguard their interests and maintain their social networks. This study contrib-
utes to a deeper understanding of the characteristics of migrant small-scale business activities
and offers insights into facilitating the overseas operations and everyday lives of Chinese mi-
grants.

Key words: Addis Ababa; Chinese migrants; small business; dual embeddedness; enclave
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