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An Analysis of Modern Emigrants from Southern Fujian and the Shaping of Cultural
Heritage in the Hometown of Overseas Chinsee: Taking Kinmen(Quemoy) as an Case

Wang Yiping
(College of International Relations, Huaqiao University, Xiamen, China 362101)

Abstract: Locating in the core circle of Minnan (Southern Fujian) culture, Kinmen, Xiamen and Quanzhou are separated by a
strip of water and share the same root. Before the middle of the 17th century, their residents had emigrated to South East Asia to become
overseas Chinese. Along with the port open of Xiamen in 1842 and the legalization of Chinese worker to go abroad in 1860, and under
the mechanism of " tractive migration" (scholars also call it "chain migration"), a large number of young people from Kinmen went abroad to
make a living, and organized clan associations, hometown associations and trade associations in various places, which had a great influence
on the migrant society. For more than 70 years since the partition across Taiwan Strait for historical reasons, Kinmen which inherits the
essence of Minnan culture, has suffered less impact from the modernization, and preserved the integrated culture of traditional Minnan and
hometown of overseas Chinese in terms of lifestyle. The Nanyang cultural factors imported by overseas Chinese are reflected in the archi—
tectural style and decorative tiles, coconut milk Sa—dei in the diet and so on . There are still more than 170 ancestral halls, 280 temples
and 130 settlements centered on ancestral halls in 168 natural villages in Kinmen, as well as hundreds of Western—style buildings and
Fanzi buildings with the integration of China and the West built by overseas Chinese returning home. Such a large—scale historical heritage,
which includes continuous, complete and living material and intangible cultural heritage, is very precious and rare in the world.

Key words: Minnan(Southern Fujian) Culture; Modern Kinmen (Quemoy); Cultural Heritage of Hometown of Overseas Chinese
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