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Research on the Evolution of Entry and Exit Management Policies for Overseas
Chinese in Singapore (1947-1953)

Teng Yijiang
(Institute of Sino—Foreign Relation History, School of Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, China 510632)

Abstract: After World War II, with the development of the new international situation, the overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia
suddenly faced a very severe reality of survival. Singaporean overseas Chinese Zheng Wuchang and his fiancée Cai Lixi, who stayed in
their hometown, Chao’an, told their pain of not being able to meet each other in the context of policy contraction in their letters. From
1947 to 1953, under the rule of the British colonial government, the Singapore authorities were increasingly stringent on the entry and
exit control of overseas Chinese. Multiple factors such as the British colonists” safeguarding of colonial interests, the influence of the
wave of Chinese exclusion in Southeast Asia, suspicion and hostility towards new China by the United States as well as the shortage of
housing resources in Singapore have jointly pushed forward the contraction of this policy, which has had a profound impact on overseas
Chinese individuals and Singaporean society.
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