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Prdfessor Wang Gungwu and the sudies of Chinese Over sas:
Preiminary observations on his methodol ogy
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Abgract : Asthe doyen of the gudieson the Chinese Overseas, Prdfesor Wang Qungvu has played
an ingrumenta role in the development of this emergngfidd of scholarly enquiries. This essay focus:
eson his research methodolog es and the formetion and characterigicsof his bi-focdism: the revolving
concern over the regons o China and Sutheag Asa and the smultaneous podtioning as a detached
andys and involved participant. Histraining in Smologcd tradition, chang ng ocio-politica envir-
onments in Sutheag Adawithin which he has gpent better part of hislife, and his keen observations
from different angeson the multi- dimengond facetsdf the Chinese overseas sacieties have dl contrib-
uted to the meking of his mythologes, which in turn has had an inpact on the whole fie d.
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