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Value and Development Path of the Genealogical Archives of the Westward Movement Migrants

Wang Jiaxue, Zhong Wenrong

Abstract The scale and time span of the Westward Movement of Shanxi and Shaanxi migrants are rare in Chinese history, which is
a significant population migration in the modern history of China. Taking the genealogical archives generated after the migration
from Shanxi and Shaanxi provinces as the main research object, the paper analyzes them from the perspective of family tradition
construction, identity identification and social memory construction, in order to understand the value of genealogical archives in a
broader social background. It also tries to coordinate various social parties from three aspects of cultural tourism publicity, folk
custom inheritance and academic value, and by using new media and new technology, it strengthens the development of the
genealogical archives of Westward Movement migrants and innovate the development mode, aiming to provide clues for the
academic circles to carry out research on migration archives. With the methods of literature research, qualitative research, inductive
analysis and website survey, the paper collects the real experiences of the Westward Movement migrants, relevant events, and
background materials, sorts them through and makes a summary, obtaining the information about the forming process of the
genealogical archives of the Westward Movement of Shanxi and Shaanxi migrants, in hope of improving the public attention and
utilization of genealogical archives, thus promoting the inheritance and development of genealogical archives.
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