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Population Mobility and Social Integration in the Context of Area Studies:The Case of
Russian—speaking Immigrants and Their Social Spaces in Latin America

MA Qiang WANG Chan

Abstract : Transnational migration and social integration constitute a vital subject within area studies, presenting significant governance challenges
in the era of globalisation. Russian diaspora (or Russian—speaking migrants )constitute the world”s second-largest migrant group after the Chinese di—
aspora, with Latin American Russian—speaking migrants forming a significant component of this globally dispersed community. Since the late Imperial
Russian era, Russian—speaking migration to Latin America has persisted through historical inflection points such as the October Revolution, World War
I, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union, establishing this group as a vital immigrant cohort in the region. This community has provided essential hu—
man resources and intellectual support for Latin America’s modernisation process. Simultaneously, the social spaces formed by Russian—speaking im—
migrants serve as vital platforms for maintaining close ties with their historical homeland while integrating into local societies. Within the framework of
regional and country studies, research on Russian-speaking immigrants and their social spaces in Latin America offers valuable case studies for under—
standing the historical and contemporary realities, social structures, and operational logic of both Russia and Latin American nations.

Key words: Russian—Speaking Immigrants ; Russian—Speaking Social Space; Latin America; Diaspora; Russian World
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