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Probe into the “Memory of Ancestral Home” among the
New Generations of Citizens of Chinese Origin in Malaysia

YU Yun - ping, YANG Jin - tao

Abstract: Our research shows that the new generations of citizens of Chinese origin in Malaysia have expressed the strong
identification both in ethnicity and citizenship. We see this “dual intensity” as the structural trait of their collective self —
consciousness towards multi — culturalism. The memory of ancestral home is the very ideological and cultural basis of their ethnic
identification. On the one hand, they may maintain and strengthen their memory of ancestral home through making more contacts
with their ancestral country; and on the other, in the political context of muticulturalism, they can strategically take their ancestral
country as an object for local subsistence and development.

Key words: Malaysia; new generations of citizens of Chinese origin; memory of ancestral home.
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