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Abstract: This paper begins with an overview of the development of the Chinese Chambers of Commerce
in the Dutch East Indies and examines their campaigns boycotting Japanese goods prior to the War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression. Those campaigns in the early 20th century varied in terms of
scale and intensity. After the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression broke out in 1931, Chinese
Chambers of Commerce across different regions came together to boycott Japanese products, manifesting a
surge of Chinese nationalism in the Dutch East Indies. This may be attributed to the overall atmosphere of
anti—Japanese sentiment arising amongst the Chinese in South East Asia. In addition, those economic and
political policies conducted by the Government of the Dutch East Indies may also have been a driving force
behind Chinese campaigns. This study encapsulates multiple aspects of overseas Chinese nationalism in

modern times.
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