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Abstract: This study investigates the development of an ethnic enclave economy in Santiago’s Chinatown,
formed by new Chinese immigrants since the 21st century. Drawing on fieldwork, surveys, and interviews,
it analyzes the enclave’s formation, characteristics, and contributions. Concentrated around Santiago’s
central railway station, this economy is driven by wholesale and retail trade of Chinese goods. Initially
oriented toward mainstream markets, it gradually fostered inward—facing businesses targeting ethnic
consumers. The paper argues that this enclave economy reflects the globalization of Chinese commerce and

the deepening of Sino—Chilean economic relations, offering insights into new types of ethnic economies in

the Global South.
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