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The research of transnational migration and ethnic
communities from the perspective of geopolitics

AN Ning', ZHANG Bo’

(1. School of Geography/Centre for Asian Geography Studies, South China Normal University, Guangzhou
510631, China; 2. School of Geography and Remote Sensing/Center for Human Geography and Urban
Development, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: In today's world, with the increasingly interactions between local and global, transna-
tional/translocal becomes the social reality under the background of hyper-mobility. The multi-
ple interactions between migrants and the place of the origin/destination blur the cross- coun-
tries/ localities boundaries and constantly reshape the social structure and space at the destination
and gives different meanings to the places in the material and symbolic dimensions. Ethnic com-
munities not only reflect the spatial interaction of the complex daily life practices of different im-
migrant groups, but also shift the focus of diverse ethnic spaces to the communities, spaces, terri-
torial politics and even geographical imagination of mobilities, as well as bringing ethnic com-
munity spaces into a relational perspective. Traditionally, geopolitical studies have focused rela-
tively little on immigrants and ethnic spaces. Therefore, this special issue focuses on cross-bor-
der migration and ethnic communities from a geopolitical perspective. Specifically, the special
issue first reviews geopolitical research and its concern for mobility and geopolitical aspects of
migration studies, and then discusses diverse cross-border migration and place-making of the eth-
nic communities at different geographical scales through 9 articles. We hope to add new knowl-
edge to the existing literature from theoretical, methodological, and empirical perspective. We
also attempt to serve the needs of society and governments by exploring the progress report of re-
lated research at home and abroad.
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