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Suppression of Colonial Authorities on Chinese Education in Southeast Asia and
Resistance of Overseas Chinese after World War I

Wang Lan Chen Yiping
School of International Studies&Academy of Overseas Chinese Study, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632

Abstract The education of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia showed a rapid development trend around World War I, which
caused suppressive policies from the British, Dutch and French colonists. These policies reflected the colonists” concerns about the
surge of Chinese schools and Chinese students, the grievances about the increased interaction between overseas Chinese education and
China, and fears for the nationalism of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia. The oppressive policies also led to the resistance of overseas
Chinese as protests, negotiations and even bloodshed sacrifices. The education of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia finally survived.
The protests were a successful attempt to defend the right of overseas Chinese for education, through which the community and identity

of Overseas Chinese with their home country further united and deepened.
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