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Dynamics and Features of Transnational Immigrants in
China Since 1990s

LIU Yun-gang, CHEN Yue

School of Geography and Planning, Guangdong Key Laboratory for Urbanization and
Geo-similation,Sun Yat-Sen University Guangzhou 510275, China

Abstract: Under the influence of globalization, these years have seen the
growth of cross-border migrants in the world. China, with prosperous economy,
has attracted quite a lot of transnational immigrants. By means of descriptive
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statistics, comparative analysis and cluster analysis, this paper intends to
display the dynamics and features of transnational immigrants in China, and
tries to clarify the differences of immigrants between China and developed
countries. The study shows that, a large proportion of immigrants in developed
countries are low-skilled immigrants, while in China, most are high-skilled
immigrants, who come alone from developed countries with good education back-
ground. They are mostly managerial or professional staff of transnational com-
panies or overseas offices staying in China less than 4 years, and gather in
big cities like Shanghai, Beijing and Guangzhou. In view of this, new migra-
tion theory that fits the actual situation of immigrants in China should be
established.

Key words: transnational immigrants; features of immigrants; high-skilled
immigrants; China; Shanghai



