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Some Enlightenment from Housing Policies for Immigrant Labors in the UK
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Abstract:There were two times of immigrant rush in the United
Kingdom in the nineteenth and the twentieth centries. One
happened during the Industrial Revolution in Britain when a
large number of rural labors came to cities, such as, London; the
other during the period of the Post-war Recovery of UK when an
influx of labors from the Commonwealth of England immigrated
to large cities in UK. Both immigrant rushes sparked serious
social problems, especially a housing problem due to the terrible
unbalance between the supply and the demand in housing market.
The central and local governments in UK enacted many laws and
rules for solving the housing problem. However, they did not
work well due to the diversity and the complexity of the reality.
In this paper, the characteristics of housing policies enacted in
different times in UK are analyzed. The discretionary power of

local authorities in UK for solving the housing problem of the
immigrants is discussed in detail.
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