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Models , Motivations, and Impacts of Overseas Chinese Donations to
Libraries in Their Hometowns in Modern Times

DENG Yuxiang
(Dongguan Songshan Lake Library , Dongguan 523808, China)

Abstract: Modern libraries serve as crucial platforms for promoting reading among the general public and fostering
a learning - oriented society.In modern times, libraries in hometowns of overseas Chinese have developed unique
models through collaboration between overseas Chinese and local authorities. Donations from overseas Chinese not
only filled the gap in public cultural facilities caused by insufficient state funding, but also introduced modern West-
ern library concepts through the New Library Movement, thus facilitating the transformation of traditional libraries
into modern public libraries in these hometowns of overseas Chinese.This paper focuses on the libraries in home-
towns of overseas Chinese in Guangdong and Fujian provinces. Based on archival records and historical materials
from overseas Chinese publications, it identifies three models: fully donated construction, expansion through dona-
tions, and targeted donations.It analyzes the motivations behind these models from four perspectives : cultural iden-
tity , national salvation, introduction of modern concepts, and maintenance of local social cohesion.

Key words: overseas Chinese; libraries in hometowns of overseas Chinese; library construction

(REHIE: LUF)



