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The Contan porary British M uslin s

HONG Xia
(D e@ariment of H istory, Nanjing Unuwersity, Nanjing 210093 China)

Abstract Muslns n Europe have been a siriking problen n the contem porary European can-
munities How to ntegrate so many M uslms nio a nation-state has always been a tough probkm for
the Eumpean goverrents In the UK, anatbn ofmulticulturalisn, the relation betveen theM uslins
and the local canmunities is rehtwvely peaceful which is rather exceptbnal in west Europe The
differences betw een the Muslins and themamn-strean social values and same ntematbnal crises how-
ever rtesult in frequent grudges between the M uslins and the British society. A fter all this is a dr
lenm a brought forh by theMultiau lluralisn w ith its ntrinsic difficulties and by the contradiction be
w een natbnal identity and the ethnic identity
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