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From “Going to Southeast Asia” to “The Belt and Road Initiative”: The Evolution of China’s Overseas Migration
Patterns

Gao Xiang Chen Yantao
(People’s Police University of China, Langfang 065000, China)

Abstract: At present, China’s overseas migration model is undergoing a profound transformation: from the survival-driven mode typified by
the “Southeast Asian Migration” to a development-driven pattern led by the Belt and Road Initiative. Current research mostly focuses on a single
dimension and lacks a systematic interpretation of the synergy between technological capital flow and civilizational mutual learning. To this regard,
this study adopts historical comparison, social network analysis and case study methods to analyze the qualitative changes in migration motivations
and the role of skilled migration. The findings show that the migration pattern has shifted from a “survival logic” to a “development logic”, and
China’s identity has transitioned from a “labor exporter” to a “builder of global value chain nodes”, presenting theoretical innovations that provide
Chinese solutions for global governance. In the future, it is necessary to deepen interdisciplinary research, closely monitor emerging migration forms
and risk prevention, so that migration can serve as an inclusive bond for global governance.

Key words: overseas migration; Southeast Asian migration; the Belt and Road initiative; migration pattern
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