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Living Away and Rooted : A Brief Discussion of the Indigenization of Immigrants in

U?Eﬂ

the Qinling-Daba Mountains Region during the Ming and Qing Dynasties
LI Yibo
(School of History and Culture, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, Henan)

Abstract: The Qinling-Daba Mountains area during the Ming and Qing dynasties was a society of
immigrants, and its formation relied on the indigenization of immigrants. The connotation of indigenization
refers to the process of transforming from outsiders to locals, with the key elements lying in settlement and local
identity. Generally speaking, immigrants who settle in a host region and reproduce for three to five generations
can be referred to as natives and achieve indigenization. Under the promotion of Ming and Qing governments
and the multi—factored integration of social customs and cultural language, immigrants in the Qinling—Daba
Mountains region gradually achieved indigenization. Specifically, indigenization required meeting multidi -
mensional conditions, including administrative registration, economic integration, environmental adaptation,
population reproduction, customs convergence, language assimilation, value internalization, and psychologi -
cal identification. The indigenization of immigrants in the Qinling—Daba Mountains region during the Ming and
Qing dynasties held great meaning for the nation, the region, and the immigrants themselves, exerting a pro -
found impact on future generations.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; immigration; indigenization ; Qinling—Daba Mountains
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