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Abstract: Based on 20 in—depth interviews, this study examines the process of social integration and
identity change among the children of Japanese war orphans, who immigrated to Japan from China between
the late 1970s and the early 1980s. In early school years they experienced some turbulence of identity
crisis, due to lack of policy support from the Japanese government and pressure of assimilation from the
Japanese society. From the late 1980s to the 1990s, they became active in adjusting survival strategies
through improving education to increase human capital, which diminished their identity crisis gradually.
Throughout the 2000s they have been enjoying a peaceful life and are no longer entangled by identity—
related issues, meanwhile positively embracing both Chinese and Japanese cultures. However, their

children are growing up and may bring them new challenges caused by the generation gap.
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