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Ethno-National Studies, No. 3, 2026

ry outside their own ethnic group. Over the past seventy years, the inter-generational trans-
mission effect of inter-ethnic marriage in ethnic regions has exhibited a U-shaped trajectory,
weakening initially and then strengthening across successive birth cohorts. This paper pro-
vides a theoretical interpretation of these empirical findings from the perspectives of socializa-
tion and social transformation. At the policy and practical levels, it also offers theoretical
foundations and empirical support for fostering a more open and inclusive social environment
and promoting interaction, exchange, and integration among all ethnic groups.

Keywords: inter-ethnic marriage; inter-generational effects; cohort variations; ethnic

areas of Yunnan.

Composite Homeland Identification; A Field Investigation and Analysis

of Overseas Migrants from Beishuang Island in Eastern Fujian

Abstract; This study examines an overseas migrant community originally descended
from Changle, Fuzhou, and later settled on Beishuang Island, Xiapu, Ningde. In response
to changing migratory circumstances and social environments across different historical sta-
ges, this community has developed a form of composite homeland identification grounded in
multiple place-based attachments through processes of multi-stage migration and transnation-
al mobility. During the early stages of migration, migrants from Beishuang Island often iden-
tified themselves as “people from Changle” and relied on ancestral-place social networks to
facilitate incorporation into overseas societies. After establishing themselves abroad, they
gradually strengthened a locality-based sense of belonging centered on Beishuang Island
through the formation of hometown associations, while simultaneously promoting chain mi-
gration. As family members increasingly relocated to Xiapu County Town, it gradually be-
came the principal living space for migrants returning to China. Homeland identifications as-
sociated with Changle, Beishuang Island, and Xiapu County Town did not replace one anoth-
er; rather, they were selectively activated in transnational practices, forming a composite
structure characterized by functional differentiation. Within this structure, Changle embod-
ies ancestral memory and symbolic significance; Beishuang Island serves as the foundation of
collective identity; and Xiapu County Town corresponds more closely to practical needs of
everyday life. These multiple homeland orientations exhibit hierarchical differences in inten-
sity and are continually reconfigured across generations: first-generation migrants place grea-

173

ter emphasis on Changle as a symbolic “root” and migration conduit; later migrants
strengthen a Beishuang-centered communal identity; while younger generations attach grea-
ter importance to places associated with their own lived experiences and everyday life. More
broadly, composite homeland identification reflects not only the coexistence of multiple spa-
tial attachments but also the intertwining of resource networks, kinship relations, and emo-
tional belonging. This study enriches the empirical foundation for understanding homeland i~
dentification in the context of emerging emigrant hometowns along China's southeastern coast
and offers a new analytical perspective for interpreting the layered, dynamic, and situational
dimensions of identity among overseas Chinese communities.

Keywords: composite homeland identification; transnational practices; overseas
Chinese; emergingemigrant hometowns.

Evolution of the Establishment and Administrative Mechanism of
Ligongzhouxian in the Liao Dynasty ------c-eoeovoeveeeeeeeeeeeeooeo. Yang Xiao (78)

Abstract: Ligongzhouxian constituted a distinctive form of local administra-
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