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Refugee Relief in Shanghai’ s “Isolated Island” and
the CPC’ s Underground Mobilization( 1937—1940)

XU Guiyu
( Nanjing University Nanjing 210033  China)

Abstract: The outbreak of the Battle of Shanghai in August 1937 displaced a large number of people in urban
and suburban Shanghai and reduced them to refugees who fled to the neutral concessions to seek asylum. To
resettle these refugees various charitable organizations within the concessions organized and established shel-
ters to provide relief. Meanwhile the recently reorganized Jiangsu Provincial Committee of the Communist Par—
ty of China ( CPC) recognized that refugee relief could serve as a strategic entry point for both anti-Japanese
national salvation efforts and the expansion of its own organizational activities. Accordingly the Provincial
Committee set up a dedicated Refugee Work Committee aiming to transform humanitarian relief into a form of
mass political mobilization by infiltrating charitable organizations and building educational networks. Under the
leadership of this committee underground CPC members operated under legitimate covers such as teachers and
doctors carrying out class-consciousness enlightenment and anti-Japanese propaganda among the refugees
and secretly dispatched over 1 000 recruits to the New Fourth Army achieving the dual goals of providing im—
mediate survival aid and accumulating revolutionary strength.

Key words: Shanghai; Jiangsu Provincial Committee of the CPC; Refugee Work Committee; refugee assis—

tance; mobilization of the masses
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