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The Cinematic Reinterpretation of the History of Chinese Migration to

Nanyang . Representing Cultural Memory in Qiaoxiang Cinema
WANG Changsong
( Xiamen University Malaysia, Selangor Sepang, Malaysia 43900)

Abstract: In the context of transnational migration and diasporic experience, the history of Chinese migration to Nanyang has
gradually been transformed from historical fact into cultural memory and has been continuously narrated and reconstructed in
Chinese-language literature and cinema. Taking “cinematic reinterpretation” as its core concept and drawing on cultural memory
theory and film theory, this paper examines how Qiaoxiang cinema transforms migration experience into perceptible visual
expression through spatial visualization, the construction of affective structures, and symbolic recoding. The study shows that,
through the joint participation of creators situated in different cultural positions, Qiaoxiang cinema has developed a cinematic
mechanism in which local experience, external imagination, and hybrid production coexist. This mechanism enables the history of
Chinese migration to move from textual memory into a system of visual memory and to continuously generate new cultural meanings
through cross-media communication.

Key words: history of Chinese migration; Qiaoxiang cinema; cultural memory; cinematic expression
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