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The Early Han Immigrants and the Formation of the Community of
the Chinese Nation in the Southwest Frontier Area

LI Donghong

Abstract: Since the Qin and Han dynasties Han people from China’ s heartland have coexisted with
the indigenous peoples of the Southwest Yi regions. Following developments during Han Wei and Jin Dy—
nasties and by the time of the Southern Dynasties many indigenous ethnic groups once recorded in the
Han and Jin literature such as the Bo Ye—lang Dian Yue—Xi Qiong Zuo and Ye—yu as well as
terms referring to inland immigrants like the Qin people Han people Jin people and Jun people had
disappeared from historical records. In their place emerged new ethnic identities represented by groups
such as Cuan Wuman Baiman and Liao who often claimed Chinese ancestry and traced their origins to
the interior heartland. Since the Han Dynasty waves of inland immigrants moving into the southwest Yi re—
gions engaged in continuous interaction exchange and integration with the local ethnic groups. Over
time these interactions led to deep consolidation and fusion forming a community of the Chinese national
characterized by mutual interdependence and cultural blending. This evolving community has served as a
foundational force behind the sustained prosperity and development of China’s southwestern frontier for over
two thousand years. The historical experience of social development in the southwest frontier since the Han
Dynasty demonstrates that political unity ethnic integration and cultural cohesion are essential pathways for
the formation and development of the community of the Chinese nation. These elements have also been the
bedrock of China’s enduring stability prosperity and development as a unified multi—ethnic nation.
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