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Is It Possible to Establish a Long—-term Care System for the Elderly in China?

SONG Quancheng, SUN Jinghua
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: With the rapid expansion of disabled elderly population and the rapid growth of care demand in China, the
existing family care and institutional care are facing severe challenges and the long—term care of disabled elderly has
become a real problem to be solved in front of the society and government. Establishing the long—term care system for
the elderly is the key to solve the problem, which has great significance for improving the social security system, de-
veloping the long—term care service system, reducing the family burden, increasing the labor supply and safeguarding
the social civil rights of the disabled elderly. At present, China’s aging policy has been gradually improved, the sys-
tem of social services for the elderly has been initially formed, the financial resources of multiple financing subjects
are stable, "filial piety first" cultural tradition has accumulated and the professional service talent team is growing,
all of which show China has initially met the basic conditions for establishing a long—term care system for the elderly.
The ways to promote it are: to build a multi—level financing system with long—term care insurance as the core; to de-
velop an integrated care service system with the elderly as the center; to establish the responsibility sharing mecha-
nism with the combination of formal and informal care.

Key words: the disabled elderly; long—term care system; long—term care service; long—term care insurance; popu-

lation aging
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