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Strategic Reconfiguration and Deep—Seated Dilemmas
of U.S. Immigration Policy in Trump’s Second Term:

From the Perspective of Securitization Theory
HE Ran, WANG Bo

(College of International Studies, National University of Defense Technology, Nanjing 210039, China)

Abstract: During his second term, President Trump aggressively tightened immigration policies, cracking
down on illegal immigration through measures including the revocation of temporary protected status and
restrictions on birthright citizenship. In 2025, the Trump administration released a new National Security
Strategy of the United States of America report, identifying “the era of mass migration is over” as its top
priority—elevating immigration from a domestic governance issue to a core national security concern. Drawing
on the Copenhagen School’s securitization theory, this study examines the operational mechanisms of
immigration securitization governance during Trump’s second term from three aspects: discourse production,
institutional expression, and social conditions. The findings reveal that Trump’s second—term immigration
policy constitutes a securitization governance system in which discourse and institutions are mutually
constitutive: the new report provided a legitimacy basis for a dual-track policy structure combining restriction
and selective absorption through a three—dimensional threats narrative, while economic transformation,
demographic change, and party realignment supplied the social conditions for this narrative. However, rather
than achieving its declared goals of restoring sovereignty and defending national identity, the advance of
securitization has exposed America’s structural contradictions and dependencies through issues like cultural
identity and social polarization, executive power expansion and constitutional checks and balances, and
hemispheric order and international image.
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