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Multifaceted Embededness and Economic Behaviors amongst Migrant Groups
—— A Case Study of Chinese—owned Chip Shops in the Netherlands
CHEN Xiao—-ying
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Abstract: In recent years, more and more Chinese migrants in the Netherlands have switched to operate
chip shops, which have traditionally been run by Dutch natives. Based on the author’s field work in the
Netherlands and Qiaoxiang in Zhejiang between 2016 and 2023, the research applies the theoretical
framework of social embeddedness to investigate the salient role chip shops play in the ethnic Chinese
economy in the Netherlands. It finds that the surge in Chinese—owned chips shops is not an accidental
phenomenon nor a result of Chinese migrants’ localization. It is rather a characteristic Chinese migrants’
behavior embedded in a wider network built on the Dutch societal system as well as the local market and
culture. Each dimension of this embeddedness transforms into a mechanism pulling and pushing Chinese

migrants in the Netherlands, whose economic activities are predictable.
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