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Changes in Britain’ s Post—Brexit Immigration Policy: a Neoclassical Realist Interpretation
WANG Chen*, ZHOU Ming"
a. Graduate School ; b. School of International Police Studies, People ’s Public Security University of China ,
Beijing 100038, China

Abstract: The Brexit is one of the biggest political events since the beginning of 21st century and an important
incident in the process of European integration. After Brexit, in the context of the global mobility of talent, the UK
has formulated a series of new immigration policies in line with its national interests, attracting high—skilled
immigrants while strictly restricting low—skilled immigrants and illegal immigrants. Overall, the UK’ s post—Brexit
immigration policy has continued to evolve in a strict direction, especially its lllegal Immigration Act 2023, which
has caused the international community to question its humanity. These changes in British immigration policy have
been influenced by domestic and international politics, economy, foreign relations. This paper applies the neoclassi-
cal realism to interpret the UK’ s immigration policy, and discusses the policy response mechanisms of the UK under
the influence of both external environmental variables and internal domestic factors at the systemic and unit levels,
offering insights for reference.
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