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Abstract: Based on an analysis of the World Bank Global Bilateral Migration Database and the United
Nations International Migration Stock Database, this paper looks into the trends of international migration
from Chinese mainland between 1960 and 2020. From 1960 to 1980, the China’s migrants primarily went
to East and Southeast Asian countries and Chinese migrants stock was low. Since the 1980s the total
number of international migrants from China has increased significantly and developed countries in Europe
and the United States have been the main destinations for Chinese migrants. The Chinese population
may have been driven by some internal mechanism to move to other countries, which probably provide
better opportunities for work or other advancements. The research concludes that at present it is urgent for

China to collect its own data and improve its governance of Chinese international migration, meanwhile
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strengthening research on it.
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