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Influence of International Emigration on Economic Development of Home Countries:
Empirical Analysis Based on Mediating Effect of Personal Remittance
WANG Ying, YAO Bao—zhen
(School of Government, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Emigration is a noticeable phenomenon of world population flow during the globalization process,
which has important impact on the economic growth of the home country.Based on the literature review of the argu-
ments between optimist and pessimist school on emigration” s economic effect of the home countries, we propose
that different viewpoints may originate from the different reality background.The paper uses the international mi-
gration data of 164 countries, and make a grouped empirical analysis with countries of different income levels
through a two—way fixed effects model, verifying views of the migration pessimism school and examining the medi-
ating effect of emigration’s role in the economic development of the home countries.The study has shown signifi-
cant impact of emigrants to their home countries through personal remittances, but which is difficult to offset the
negative impact of emigration to economy development.The home country develops more well, the negative effects
of emigration are more significant.Also, emigration will increase income inequality of upper-middle income coun-
tries, but reduce income inequality of middle—income countries and inflation of low—income countries.

Key words: international emigration; economy of home countries; migrant remittances; mediating effect
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