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Abstract: Under globalization, the age of migration is accompanied with an increase in illegal immigrants.
In view of this, the international community has widely adopted a policy of voluntary departure, which
aims to reduce the number of illegal immigrants and costs on enforced repatriation and to protect the
human rights of illegal immigrants. Such a policy allows illegal immigrants to leave on their own, free of
physical and forced detention, and promises no restrictions on their re—entry. Because it falls in between
rigid and flexible governance, the policy of voluntary departure has been attractive to both sovereign states
and illegal immigrants, and has been used as an effective tool aligning with principles of humanitarianism

and cost—effectiveness. Despite that, it may be contrary to the principle of voluntariness and its
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implementation may not yet perfect. This research suggests that the Chinese Government consider
adopting a policy of voluntary departure into its existing operational framework for illegal immigrants

to China.
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