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On Development of Immigrants and Change of Ethnic Relations in Southern Yunnan
during Ming Dynasty: a Study of Shiping

BAI Yi-ge
(School of History & Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: This article takes Shiping Prefecture as a case study to explore the dynamic relationship between immigration policies
in southern Yunnan during the Ming Dynasty and the reconstruction of border order and cultural integration. In the early Ming
Dynasty, a large number of Han ancestors were ordered to “fill the south” and came to Shiping in southern Yunnan. In the mid Ming
Dynasty, local Han gentry successfully transplanted the grassroots governance model of the Central Plains region, changing the long-
standing situation of grassroots society being controlled by local chieftains. During the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, the local
conflicts between people, land, and ethnicity reached their peak but were finally alleviated. At the same time, under the dominant
centripetal force of Han immigrants, Shiping in southern Yunnan gradually moved towards the historical process of ethnic integration
and cultural prosperity in the early Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Han Chinese immigrants in Ming Dynasty; Shiping Prefecture in southern Yunnan; construction of immigrant order;
ethnic integration
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