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A Review on the Research of Overseas Chinese Associations

WU Xiaoming

(School of Humanities, Jinan University, Zhuhai 519000, Guangdong)

Abstract: Overseas Chinese associations play an important role in developing Chinese culture, building
identifications and promoting relations between China and other countries. Based on the analysis of 96 research
papers about overseas Chinese associations in CSSCI Source Journals and PKU Core Journals from CNKI, this
paper finds that the research of overseas Chinese associations started in 1995, universities are the main force of the
research, and the research mainly focuses on Southeast Asia. The research contents mainly concern the types,
management, culture, functions, historical changes and development trends. However, there are few studies on
overseas Chinese associations in other regions, especially in Africa. And there is a lack of attention to the leaders of
overseas Chinese associations and their correlations with the operation of overseas Chinese associations. At the
same time, the diversification of research materials should arouse the attention.
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