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A Three—Dimensional Exploration of the “ Go Down South”
Immigration Movement in the Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region

XUE Hao', ZHU Xin-wu’
(1.School of Marxism, Xi’ an University, Xi’ an 710065, Shaanxi;
2. School of Marxism, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, Fujian)

Abstract; In the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, due to the war, the famine and the resulting
differences in population distribution, a migration route from the north of northern Shaanxi to the south, known as
the “Go Down South” gradually formed. This spontaneous and scattered immigration activity continued until the An-
ti—Japanese War period. Under the background of the large—scale production movement in response to the financial
crisis in the Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and
its government under the leadership of the Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region had timely responded to the situ-
ation, gradually improved immigration policies, transformed spontaneous and scattered the “Go Down South” immi-
gration activities into organized and planned government actions, and closely combined with the masses to develop
into an influential mass movement. In this regard, the rise of the “Go Down South” immigration movement in the
Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region during the Anti—Japanese War was the result of a combination of historical
traditions, practical contradictions, and policy support. It played an important role in rationally allocating labor
force, improving agricultural productivity, and improving people’ s living standards.

Key Words : Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region; “Go Down South” ; immigration
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