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ately extended as part of the “Global Maritime Fulcrum” and “ Golden Indonesia 2045”7 vi-
sions, gradually evolving into a policy for the Indonesian diaspora. In the economic sphere,
Indonesia has shifted from solely drawing on remittances to optimizing labor export structures,
innovating Hajj economy models, and attracting the return of diaspora capital. In the political
rights sphere, efforts have been made to refine top-level legal frameworks, implement digital
governance tools such as “Safe Travel”, and deepen transnational consular cooperation. In the
cultural identity sphere, the narrative has moved beyond the singular story of “remittance he-
roes” to shape a multifaceted image of the Indonesian diaspora as “strategic assets”, and to es-
tablish collaborative platforms between government and civil society for ethnic cultural per-
formances. The article demonstrates that the evolution of Indonesia’s overseas migration policy
offers a useful reference for other populous developing countries seeking to deepen the inter-
action between overseas Indonesian policy and national development strategies.
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The Ethnic Language Education of Overseas Chinese in Southeast Asian Countries in
the Early 20th Century and Its Historical Impact

SHI Xuanzhi

[ Abstract] The early 20th century witnessed not only the first peak of “anti-Chinese” lan-
guage policies in Southeast Asian(Nanyang) countries but also the first rapid development pe-
riod of modern-style education for overseas Chinese in the region. It was also an important
period for the development of overseas Chinese cultural nationalism in Southeast Asia. By re-
viewing original historical materials such as official archives of Southeast Asian countries, lan-
guage policy documents, overseas Chinese school records, and statistical surveys on overseas
Chinese education, this paper explores the adaptation and innovation of ethnic language edu-
cation among overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia under changing language policies in host
countries during the early 20" Century, as well as the interactive relationship between such
education and the genesis and evolution of overseas Chinese cultural nationalism. Faced with
language policies strongly anti-Chinese in nature, overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia proac-
tively adjusted the direction, strategies, and practices of their ethnic language education. They
established Mandarin as the core curriculum in Chinese schools, developed a comprehensive
system of Mandarin education, and promoted a bilingual model combining “Mandarin plus
the common language of the host country” alongside dual educational contents integrating
“Chinese traditional culture and vocational skills”. These measures propelled ethnic language
education among overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia to a developmental peak, exerting a pro-
found influence on the genesis and evolution of cultural nationalism among the overseas Chi-
nese.
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