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The Early Han Immigrants and the Formation of the Chinese Na-
tional Community in the Southwest Frontier Area

LI Donghong

Abstract; Since the Qin and Han dynasties, the inland immigrants mainly composed of Han
people have lived together with the indigenous people of the Southwest Yi. After the development of
the Han, Wei and Jin Dynasties, by the Southern Dynasties, all the indigenous ethnic groups recor-
ded in the Han and Jin literature, such as Bo, Ye-—lang, Dian, Yue—Xi, Qiong, Zuo, and Ye—
yu, as well as the terms for Mainland immigration, such as Qin people, Han people, Jin people and
Jun people, had disappeared. In their place came some new ethnic groups of people represented by
Cuan, Wuman, Baiman and Liao, who claimed to have Chinese origin and ancestral home in the in-
terior. Since the Han Dynasty, the inland people who moved into the southwest Yi have interacted,
communicated and integrated with the local ethnic groups, constantly consolidating and fusing, form-
ing a Chinese national community where each is intertwined with the other, which has become the fun-
damental force for the social prosperity and development in the southwest border of China for more than
two thousand years thereafter. The experience of social development in the southwest frontier since the
Han Dynasty has proved that political unity, ethnic integration and cultural cohesion are the basic
ways for the formation and development of the Chinese nation community, and the fundamental force
for the long—term stability, prosperity and development of China as a unified multi—ethnic country.

Keywords: Southwest Yi, The early Han immigrants, Han People and minority ethnic integra-

tion, Chinese national community
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