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Preferential Trade Treatment to the Piaofeng Refugees of Ryukyu in Qing Dynasty

Tan Shunyao

Abstract From the 14th century when king of Zhongshan in Ryukyu sent envoys to pay tribute to Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang of Ming
Dynasty to the end of Qing Dynasty, China and Ryukyu had maintained close exchanges for more than 500 years. Piaofeng refugee
accidents took place from time to time, and both countries carried out effective relief and proper settlement. On the basis of the
relief mode of Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty also gave preferential treatment to the Piaofeng refugees of Ryukyu. Gradually a
preferential trade treatment system for them was formed in the long-term relief where the refugees were not only allowed to sell
their goods on the spot, but also were given duty-free treatment like official ships, which fully showed Qing government’s sincere
intention to cherish people from afar in Ryukyu.
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