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Through literary review and comparative analysis of the political ethics of Confucius, Mencius, Plato and Aristotle, the paper finds that
because of the ethical and knowledge distinctions caused by different historical backgrounds and argument basis, Chinese and western
canons display different theoretical features and practice trends. Our project should be to strip politics out of ethics and to construct
modern politics.

Key words: political legitimacy, ethics, Confucius and Mencius, Plato, Aristotle

The New Situation of Chinese—American Political Participation in the District Level
——the Path Analysis with the New Community Perspective
YE Xiao-li
(School of Politics and Law, Jiaying University, Meizhou, Guangdong 514032)
Abstract: Since the introduction of the new immigration policy in 1965, with the arrival of new immigrants, the Chinese communities in
the U.S. have become combinations of Chinatown and suburban communities. The interest of Chinese Americans in the new communities
is gradually mingled with mainstream society. In order to promote their interest, Chinese Americans have to participate in the regional
politics. Through the real-time data analysis, this paper finds new changes in the Chinese Americans’ participation in regional politics
like public campaign, voting, partisan election, lobbying and so on. Generally speaking, Chinese Americans’ participation in the regional
politics demonstrates a new trend, i.e. the merging of civility and ethnicity.
Key words: Chinese Americans, political participation, community, civility, ethnicity

Why Did the Coastal Defense of Lin Zexu Fail
——a Reply to Masami Tanaka, a Japanese Scholar
LI Ying-quan, WU Di
(School of History and Culture, Huazhong Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei 430079)

Abstract: Lin Zexu’s two-year effort in the coastal defense in Guangdong failed finally. Many people think that the lack of the
indispensable modern weapons thwarted his anti-British measures. This argument is one-sided, and Lin’s effort and its effectiveness is
worthy of further discussions. This article disagrees with the Japanese scholar Masami Tanaka and points out that Lin did not focus on
coastal defense construction in Guangdong; there are various weaknesses in his coastal defense measures; he couldnt face up to his own
defects and couldn’t fully mobilize the power of the public, which made his self-defense a disadvantage. The failure of Qing army and
Lin is not only due to the lack of modern advanced weapons: there are other deeper reasons. To defeat the foreign enemies invading
China, four conditions have to be met: the fully mobilized people, effective military organization and training, government’s battle courage
and right decisions, and the use of advanced military weapons. It is perhaps enlightening for modern coastal construction to summarize
Lin’s experience and lessons.

Key words: Lin Zexu, Guangdong, coastal defense

The Possibility of Connecting Gadamer and Wang Yangming

GENG Fang-chao, CHEN Xu-dong
(School of Politics, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu, Anhui 241000 )

Abstract: Gadamer thinks the application of understanding should take place in the process of understanding, which is an indispensable
part of Hermeneutics. This theory is influenced by the practical tradition of ancient Greece and the contemporary philosophy, and it
highlights practical ethics and its guiding role for contemporary life. Wang Yangming’s discussion on the relation between "knowledge"
and "action" has its own characteristics because of its unique historical background. In his opinion, "knowledge" and "action" are one
and the same. Furthermore, “the motivation of idea” and “true knowledge” are both actions. Therefore, seemingly unrelated, their theories
are actually connected by an emphasis on practicality, by worries about the social ills and the corresponding resolutions, and they can
guide us to resolve the contemporary social problems.
Key words: Gadamer, Wang Yangming, practicability of understanding, knowledge as action




