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The Formation of the Chinese Immigrant Community in Thailand from the Perspective of
Linguistic Integration in the Worship of Mazu
HE Dong-mei WANG Tian-yu
Yunnan Normal Uniwersity Kunming Yunnan 650500
Abstract The belief of Mazu in Thailand a core cultural symbol introduced into the Indochina Peninsula during the Qing-era
Chinese migration to Southeast Asia has long presented a linguistic phenomenon of parallel existence mutual ranslation and
mixed usage of Chinese dialects and the Thai language in its temple rituals and daily worship. Through systematic into the practice of
language integration in the naming of gods and goddesses temple landscapes and sacrificial rituals this paper finds that the
language integration in the belief of the Thai Mazu not only sustains the continuity of core symbols of Chinese culture but also
advances the process of transformation from a singular “diaspora community” to a “transcultural network of Thai immigrants. This
paper underlines that the practice of language integration in the Thai Mazu belief is demonstrative of understanding cultural symbiosis
in the context of globalization and respecting subjects adapting to scenarios and entity carriers are important mechanisms for its

sustainable development.
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cross-cultural identity
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