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On Muslim Immigrants in America
from the Perspective of Civilized Communication

WANG Guo-dong™®
(a. Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, b. School of Foreign Languages,
Northwest University, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710069, China)

Abstract: The civilization of Islam, as the heterogeneous civilization of WASP-featured A-
merican civilization, spread into America with several waves of immigration in the mid-19th cen-
tury. The change and development of Muslim migration community is a case for the research on
the trans-cultural interaction of a specific community. Bearing traditions of Islam, Muslim Amer-
icans gradually identify themselves as Americans. In the process of interaction between the Mus-
lim immigrants and main stream of American society, the cultural differences, identity, interna-
tional environments and other factors form the hindrances for Muslim immigrants to integrate in-
to American society. Nevertheless, after communication and conflicts, Muslim immigrants, on
the whole, incline to integrate into American society. The 911 affair is both an attack and oppor-
tunity for Muslim immigrants. On the one hand, the great pain of the terrorist attack on Ameri-
can citizens prevents Muslim immigrants from being accepted; on the other hand, Muslim immi-
grants understand that they should have better communication with American society and that in
fact promotes the deeper cultural interaction.

Key words: America; Muslim community; civilized communication; social integration
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