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islands, while still adhering to sovereignty and jurisdiction claims over the “Kalayaan Island
Group” and Huangyan Island. The introduction of the Philippine Marine Areas Act reflects
strong consensus between the government and civil society on the radicalization of South
China Sea policies, as well as the country’s intention to leverage the U.S. “Indo-Pacific Strat-
egy” to adopt a policy of “using public opinion in diplomatic struggles and relying on alli-
ances in military confrontations” against China in the South China Sea. For China, it is essen-
tial to assess the situation wisely, fully grasp the positive factors in the current landscape, and a-
dopt comprehensive strategies across legal, diplomatic, and public opinion dimensions to pro-
actively address the Philippines’ claims and actions in the South China Sea issue.
[Keywords] The Philippines; Marine Areas Act; South China Sea Policy; South China Sea
Disputes; China-Philippines Relations
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The Negotiations on the Overseas Chinese Issue Between China and Thailand after
World War II and the Beginning of Chinese Identity Shift in Southeast Asia
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[ Abstract] Since the modern era, the Overseas Chinese issue has constituted a key factor per-
sistently complicating Sino-Thai relations. Although the rights of immigrants from both coun-
tries were stipulated to be protected when China and Thailand established diplomatic relations
in 1946, fundamental disagreements over the Overseas Chinese issue proved intractable. In-
spired by nationalism, the Nationalist Government of China proposed overseas Chinese affairs
policies aimed at establishing China as a regional power in Asia, yet failed to recognize the
post-war surge in national consciousness across Southeast Asia. Confronted with the Thai
government’s flexible yet increasingly hardline stance, bilateral negotiations on major issues—
including anti-Chinese incidents, Chinese immigration quotas, and the economic and educa-
tional rights of Overseas Chinese—gradually shifted from mutual compromise to unilateral
concessions by the Chinese side. While other Southeast Asian nations were actively pursuing
national independence after the war, Thailand proactively advanced its assimilation policies.
Amidst these evolving dynamics, the Overseas Chinese in Thailand were compelled to aban-
don expectations of diplomatic protection from China and instead embraced identification
with their local society, which became the beginning of the post-war shift in identity among
Opverseas Chinese communities throughout Southeast Asia.
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